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SUBJECT: WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE-US VIEWS ON PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 
REE STATE 237804 

1 . BURUNDI'S ALREADY DEPARTED DELEGATION TO WORLD FOOD 
CONFERENCE IS LED BY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE BIGAYIMPUNZI, AND 
INCLUDES DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CATTLE BREEDING, DR, BERAHINO, 

AND DIRECTOR OE AGRICULTURAL PLANNING KAFURERA. 

2. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY HAD NO CHANCE TO BRING US VIEWS ON 
PROPOSED RESULUTIONS TO DELEGATIONS ATTENTION, WE HAVE BREN 
TOLD BY LOCAL FAO REP THAT GRB APPEARS TO FAVOR ALL PROPOSED 
RESOLUTIONS AND HAS NOT PREPARED IN ADVANCE ANY SPECIAL 
POSITIONS OF ITS OWN. BIGAYIMPUNZI HAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE 
PERSONAL ATTENTION TO CONFERENCE AND IS INTERESTED IN ANY 
PROPOSALS AIMED AT EOOD PRODUCTION INCREASES AND BETTER 
ACCESS TO FOOD STOCKS, INCLUDING PROPOSALS ON PRE-POSITIONED 
STOCKS CITED IN RES. VIII OE STATE 237804. THIS NATURAL 
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COULD LEAD TO SOME DISAGREEMENTS WITH US POSITIONS. 

3. BIGAYIMPUNZI SERVED AS AMBASSADOR TO BONN, LONDON, AND 
THE VATICAN OVER THE COURSE OE SEVEN YEARS BEFORE RETURNING 
TO BURUNDI TO ASSUME PRESENT POST IN lUNE 1972. HE IS KNOWN 
TO THE EMBASSY AS GENERALLY FRIENDLY AND MODERATE OFEICIAL 
WHO TRIES TO STEER CLEAR OE FACTIONAL QUARRELS WITHIN RULING 
GROUP THAT PREOCCUPY MORE POLITICIZED TUTSI EUNCTION ARIES. 

HENCE, WHILE HIS CABINET SURVIVAL PROSPECTS ARE ABOVE 
AVERAGE, HE TENDS NOT TO BE VERY INFLUENTIAL WITH WHAT EVER 
FACTION IS IN ASCENDANCY ON MAJOR POLICY DEICISIONS. DESPITE 
THIS, HE IS APPARENTLY FAIRLY CONSCIENTIOUS AND WELL- 
INTENTIONED IF COLORLESS ADMINISTRATOR WHO, WITHOUT MUCH 
AGROTECHNICAL BACKGROUND, HAS BECOME REASONABLY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
IN HIS EIELD. OF COURSE, LITTLE HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED TO 
LIFT LEVERLS OF FOOD OUTPUT OR FARM EFFICIENCY IN BURUNDI 
DURING HIS TENURE, SINCE PROBLEMS ARE BEYOND ABILITY OF ANY 
AGRICULTURAL MINISTER TO CURE BY BUREAUCRATIC LEGERDEMAIN, 

EVEN IF SUCH OFFICIAL POSSESSED MORE ENERGY AND EEFECTIVENESS 
THAN BIGAYIMPUNZI IS REPUTED TO HAVE. 
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